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18th Annual Worksop of the National Reference Laboratories for E. coli – 05-06 October 2023 
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Training activities of the EURL for E. coli in 2023

 Training course on characterization of pathogenic E. coli through NGS (two-days) 

 STEC detection in food matrices based on the ISO TS 13136:2012 (five days stage)

 Identification and characterization of the different groups of pathogenic E. coli (four 

days stage)

The call was launched at the beginning of 2023, with the deadline for 
responding in mid-February

NRLs were informed that, in addition to the satisfaction survey, a final
questionnaiere for evaluating the achievement of the training objectives would

be administered to participants



Training course on characterization of pathogenic E. coli
through NGS (two-days) 

This course was held online in the days 11-12 July 2023

Presentations from EURL for E. coli staff

Assignments of excercises

Live-chat to provide assistance

22 participants – 16 from EU and non-EU NRLs and 6 from Italian OLs



86,4% of participants successfully met the training objectives reaching >80% 
compliance assessed through a dedicated questionnaire



Starting from 2022…

Scientists for training prgrams on laboratory procedures have
been hosted in person at ISS 



Training on the Identification and characterization of the different groups of 
pathogenic E. coli 17-21 April 2023

Two scientists from EU NRLs participated

Both participants successfully met the 
training oblectives



Training on STEC detection in food matrices based on the ISO TS 13136:2012

6-10 November 2023  

13-17 November 2023

Hands-on

Seven scientists will
be attending



2nd joint training – June 20th-21st 2023 RIVM

Introduction to Bioinformatics for genomic data mining





24 participants from different NRLs

4 at own costs

2 supported by EURL VTEC

17 different countries

(13 Member States + 2 EFTA/EEA + 

Northern Ireland + 1 Candidate 

Country)

Participants – geographic distribution

Many participants came from 

labs appointed as NRLs for 

multiple pathogens



2023 - Training satisfaction survey



Thank you for your
attention!


