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Introduction
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The ISS building 
and its history in photographs

The excavations for the central building, 1931

T



Work in progress, September 1933



The main entrance, 1938

The main entrance, 2004



The entrance to the new building in via Giano della Bella, 2004



The Nobel Prize-winners
A number of Nobel Prize-winners has cooperated 

with the ISS in various ways, 
including Enrico Fermi and Rita Levi-Montalcini.

Here we recall two who were on the staff of the Institute.





Ernst Boris Chain

Ernst Boris Chain 
meets the British Ambassador, 

1956

E





Daniel Bovet
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Daniel Bovet 
meets the Queen of Belgium, 

1956
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The fight against AIDS
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Cancer research 

Stem cell research

The fight against infectious diseases



Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease

Assessing the quality of healthcare

Epidemiological networks



Food safety and environment

International activities



The NIH-ISS agreement
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Canova’s Myologies
As part of the celebrations for the seventieth anniversary 

of foundation of the Institute, seventeen anatomical drawings by Antonio Canova, 
owned by the Institute Library, are being exhibited for the first time.





“Disegni anatomici 
di Antonio Canova”

(Anatomical drawings 
by Antonio Canova)

by Massimo Pantaleoni (1949) - 
Rome, Library of the Istituto Superiore

di Sanità (No. 1192 of 1200 
copies printed)

“Thus the stone re-worked ad infinitum stands in relation to the inexhaustible vein
of drawing as its mirror image; the former from its solemnity is re-humanized 

and becomes intimist, like the drawing which, raising itself to the zenith of academe, 
is stripped and shattered into a presumed informality, beyond which it is however 

at once regenerated as a superb stylism. The first, with its splendour glistening yet gradiated,
almost nebulous, attracts and condenses the enfolding darkness and drives an immense breath 

into the ivory spectres of its mystical choreographies [...].
The second, that is the drawing in its more typical and ideal guise of the graffito outline, 

rapidly sketched on a non-existent plane like a thickness of air or of a pond, 
profiles gracile ashen simulacra, extremely fragile stems tapered by the light 

which they adorn in the full sun or slowly circle, immaterial, like corollas of nocturnal smoke. 
Both of them signs of an incontrovertible alienation 

and together extraordinarily artful symptoms of an enormous passion for life”
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Canova’s anatomical drawings
Seventeen original anatomical drawings of the human body 

by Antonio Canova are here reproduced. 
They are subdivided into:

Neck - one Plate (Plate I)
Trunk - three Plates (Plate II, III, IV)

Inferior extremities - eight Plates (Plate V, VI, VII, VIII, IX, X, XI, XII)
Superior extremities - five Plates (Plate XIII, XIV, XV, XVI, XVII)

Presumably a Plate showing the head and masticator muscles was drawn 
by the artist but it is missing today. This is evinced from the numbering of the present Plate I.

The Plates include original captions by Massimo Pantaleoni’s volume (1949).



Plate I - Neck Muscles 

The artist illustrates the upper layer of the muscles of the neck seen from the right side. 
Exhibits in the caption:

the pectoral (M. pectoralis major) 8;
the sternocleidomastoid (M. sternocleidomastoideus) 9;

the omohyoid (M. omohyoideus) 10;
the splenius (M. spleniocapitis) 11;

the levator scapulae (M. levator scapulae) 12;
the scalenus (M. scalenus ventralis, M. scalenus medius, M. scalenus dorsalis) 13;

the sternohyoid (M. sternohyoideus) 14;
the thyrohyoid (M. thyreohyoideus) 15;

the digastric (M. digastricus) 16;
the mylohyoid (M. mylohyoideus) 17;

This plate is completed by the M. deltoide, the M. trapezio
and the M. massetere in its insertion at the angle of the mandible.





Plate II - Muscles of the trunk 

Illustrated are the muscles of the back, upper layer with some adjoining muscles of the head, 
the neck and the abdomen seen from above and from the side.

The artist exhibits:
the trapezius (M. trapezius) 1;

the rhomboid major (M. rhomboideus major) 2; 
the latissimus dorsi (M. latissimus dorsi) 3;

the teres major (M. teres major) 4;
the teres minor (M. teres minor) 5;

the infraspinatus (M. infraspinatus) 6;
the deltoid (M. deltoides) 7;

the M. splenius; 
the M. levator scapulae, the scalenus muscles, the sternocleidomastoid, 

which appear in the drawing are not numbered.
The same can be said of the M. serratus lateralis, the M. obliquus abdominis externus, 

and that portion of the triceps (caput longum) which is hidden under the deltoid.





Plate III - Muscles of the thorax and abdomen 

Muscles of the thorax and abdomen, upper layers, seen from the left side.
The arm is completely abducted.

In this prodigious plate in which the artist depicts the thoracic muscles, some muscles 
of the upper limb and the anterior abdominal muscles, there is no trace of a caption.

Illustrated are:
the pectoralis (M. pectoralis major), with its wide tendon of insertion on the humerus;

the M. serratus lateralis;
the M. obliquus abdominis externus;

the M. rectus abdominis;
the M. obliquus abdominis internus is roughly indicated.

In the armpit can be seen the M. subscapularis, the M. latissimus with its tendon flattened,
the M. teres, major, the M. biceps brachii, the M. coracobrachialis, 

the M. triceps brachii (caput longum).





Plate IV - Muscles of the back

Illustrated are the muscles of the back, upper layer, with some adjoining muscles of the head, 
the neck, and the abdomen seen from the side.

This drawing would appear to be a first attempt at that in Plate II, in part from the expression 
of the figure, in part from the representation of the muscles.

For the nomenclature, reference should be made to that drawing.





Plate V - Muscles of the left lower extremity

Muscles of the anterior and medial surface of the thigh. 
Limb semi-flexed in which can be seen:

the M. rectus femoris; 
the M. vastus medialis;

the M. sartorius;
the M. adductor longus;

the M. gracilis;
a part of the semimembranosus and a part of the adductor magnus;

a tract of the semi tendinoso with its long tendon of insertion at the tibia 
and the M. gastrocnemius.





Plate VI - Muscles of the anterior surface of the left thigh seen from the front

The limb is in the extended anatomical position. 
The artist shows: 

the M. sartorius;
the M. tensor fasciae latae;

the M. rectus femoris;
the M. vastus lateralis;
the M. vastus medialis;

the M. adductor longus;
the M. adductor magnus;

the M. gracilis is not depicted;
the M. ilopsoas and the M. pectineus are outlined in black.





Plate VII - Posterior surface muscles of the left hip and thigh

Limb with the leg slightly flexed. 
The artist illustrates, in the hip:

the M. glutaeus medius; 
the M. glutaeus maximus;

in the thigh:
the M. tensor fasciae latae without the fascia upon which it is inserted;

the M. vastus lateralis;
the M. biceps femoris with its two fixtures, caput longum et breve;

the semimembranosus and an indication of M. gastrocnemius;
the M. semitendinosus.





Plate VIII - Muscles of the leg and of the dorsal right foot seen from the side 

In this beautiful Plate the Artist shows the extensor muscle group and that of the lateral muscles.

There are: 
the M. gastrocnemius;

the M. soleus; 
the M. peronaeus longus;

the M. peronaeus brevis in the side back;
the M. tibialis anterior;

the M. extensor digitorum longus.
In the foot at the articulation there are the lingamentum cruciatum, 

the M. extensor digitorum brevis, the tendons of the extensor digitorum longus, 
the tendons of the peroneus longus and the peroneus brevis; 

lastly the M. abductor digiti V, the dorsal interossei vaguely drawn.





Plate IX - Muscles of the anterior upper layers of the leg and the back of the foot

The Artist shows: 
the peroneus longus (M. peronaeus longus) 5;

the peroneus anteriore, named thus in error (M. peronaeus brevis) 6;
the extensor digitorum longus (M. extensor digitorum longus) 7;

the extensor hallucis longus (M. extensor hallucis longus) 8;
the tibialis anterior (M. tibialis anterior) 12. 

Behind the tibia is an indication of the M. gastrocnemius and behind the M. peronaeus
an indication of the M. soleus, which normally does not appear. 

In the foot are shown the M. extensor digitorum brevis, the dorsal interossei muscles 
and the M. abductor digiti V.





Plate X - Muscles of the upper layer of the posterior of the right leg

In this anatomically imprecise Plate the Artist shows:
the gastrocnemius (M. gastrocnemius) 1;

the soleus (M. soleus) 2, whose portions and anatomical relationships are not respected;
the tendo calcaneus;

the flexor longus of the toes 3, which in reality is the M. flexor hallucis longus, 
and what appears under the number 4 is the flexor longus of the toes (M. flexor digitorum longus). 

The M. paeroneus brevis and the M. abductor hallucis can also be seen.





Plate XI - Muscles of the sole of the foot

In this Plate the foot is represented with the tips of the toes towards the ground, 
the tuberis calcanei at the top; 
the Artist wishes to highlight:

the abductor hallucis (M. abductor hallucis) 1;
the flexor hallucis brevis of the toes, 2, unclear as to whether it was wanted covered 

by the aponeurosis which therefore completely covers the flexor hallucis brevis 
and cannot be mistaken for the muscle;

the flexor digitorum longus (M. flexor digitorum longus) 3, 
which passes through the the liciniatum ligament;

the abductor digiti minimi (M. abductor digiti V) 4, 
and above can be seen the flexion of the V toe;

the peroneus brevis (M. peronaeus brevis) 13, whose numeration should have been 
to the side with the Achilles tendon and not next to the flexor digitorum longus 

which is, rather, the tibialis posterior; 
on the other side there is the peroneus brevis; there is a glimpse of the flexor hallucis brevis.





Plate XII - Muscles of the upper layer of the foot seen from the side back

Shown are:
the extensor hallucis brevis (M. extensor hallucis brevis) 9;

the extensor digitorum brevis (M. extensor digitorum brevis) 10;
the dorsal interossei (M. interossei dorsales) 11;

there are also the abductor of the V finger, the common extensor of the fingers; 
the extensor hallucis longus; the tibialis anterior; the peroneus brevis 

and the tendons of the peroneus longus.





Plate XIII - Muscles of the left superior extremity shoulder and arm

The Artist shows the limb semi-flexed with: 
the deltoid (M. deltoideus);

in the posterior part, the triceps (M. triceps brachii) with its caput laterale
and caput longum; laterally the M. brachialis and the M. brachio radialis predominate; 

underneath are the M. extensor carpi radialis longus; in front the M. biceps.





Plate XIV - Muscles of the left superior extremity 
seen from the side

Anatomists divide the muscles of the upper extremities into four groups.
The first of these includes the muscles of the shoulder, the second those of the arm, 

the third those of the forearm, the fourth the muscles of the hand.
In this Plate, which is one of the most elaborate by the Artist, are drawn only the deltoids 

of the muscles that originate from the scapular girdle. Further, 
the pectoralis maior is vaguely indicated. 

The Acromion and the clavicle are evident. 
The Artist has indicated on this Plate a list of 26 names 

of muscles without paying attention to their anatomical position. 
He only respected the three great divisions of the limb: arm, forearm and hand. 

The list also includes the muscles illustrated in Plate XVI. 
The number shown on the muscles in that Plate can be identified 

in the caption for this drawing. 
Perfectly drawn for the shoulder are the shoulder and the deltoid, 

for the arm, in the front are the biceps and the brachial
even if the Artist does not list this muscle; 

behind are the triceps with its insertion with tendons in common with the posterior surface 
of the olecran which is evident as is the lateral epicondyle of the humerus. 

In the forearm are illustrated the surface and extensor muscles:
the long supinator (M. braccio radialis) 6;

the extensor carpi radialis longus (M. extensor carpi radialis longus) 18;
the extensor carpi radialis brevis (M. extensor carpi radialis brevis) 19;

the extensor digitorum 17 which according to the artist should have included
the M. extensor pollicis brevis and the M. abductor pollicis longus;

the extensor digitorum (M. extensor digitorum communis) 20;
the extensor digiti minimi (M. extensor digiti V proprius) 21;

the extensor carpi ulnaris (M. extensor carpi ulnaris) 22;
the flexor carpi ulnaris (M. flexor carpi ulnaris) 23;

the dorsal interossei (M. interossei dorsales manus) 24;
the thenar 25, which is rather the interosseo of the I space.

Above are the abductor pollicis brevis; from the side opposite the thumb; 
abductor digiti minimi (M. abductor digitis V) 26.





Plate XV - Muscles of the left upper extremity seen from the front

A beautiful Plate from both the anatomical and drawing point of view. 
Even if the caption is missing, the Artist has emphasized the following muscles:

M. deltoideus;
M. brachialis;

M. triceps brachii;
M. biceps;

M. brachio radialis; 
M. extensor carpi radialis longus;
M. extensor carpi radialis brevis;

M. flexor carpi radialis;
M. pronator teres;

M. palmaris longus;
M. flexor carpi ulnaris;

M. flexor digitorum superficialis;
M. pronator quadratus.

In the hand are seen:
the M. abductor pollicis brevis;

the M. flexor pollicis brevis;
the M. abductor pollicis;

the M. abductor digitis V;
the M. lumbricales.

The carpal transverse ligament also shows up well.





Plate XVI - Muscles of the left upper extremity seen from the medial side

Limb semi-flexed in which the numbers marked by the Artist in the various muscles 
make reference to the caption of Plate XIV.

Seen are the muscles:
M. triceps branchii 3;

M. coraco brachialis 5;
M. brachialis (without number in both plates);

the brachioradialis (M. brachio radialis) 6;
the pronator teres (M. pronator teres) 7;

the palmaris longus (M. palmaris longus) 8;
the flexor carpi radialis (M. flexor carpi radialis) 9;

the 10 which is, rather, the M. flexor digitorum superficialis
because that which the artist labels internal ulnar is the M. flexor carpi ulnaris

which is un-numbered;
the tendons of the perforate 11;

the perforator (M. flexor digitorum profundus) 12, which is normally not seen;
the lumbricals (faccia palmare) 13;

the pronator quadratus 14 ( which cannot be seen);
the thenar (abductor pollicis brevis) 15;

the anti thenar 16, formed from the flexor pollicis brevis and the adductor pollicis.
Without distinction are shown the muscles of the hypothenar region.





Plate XVII - Muscles of the right hand seen 
from the dorsal (left) and palmar (right) views

Extremely delicate work of drawing and anatomy.

From the dorsal side can be seen:
the ligamentum carpi dorsale;

the tendo m. extensoris carpi radialis brevis;
the tendo m. extensoris pollicis longi;

the tendo m. extensoris carpi radialis longi;
the tendo m. extensoris digitorum communis;

the M. interosseus dorsalis primus;
the dorsal interossei II, IV;

the tensor M. extensoris digiti V proprii. 
From the palmar side:

the aponeurosis palmaris;
the M. abductor pollicis brevis;

the M. adductor pollicis;
the M. abductor digitis V;

the M. flexor digitis V brevis;
the M. lumbricales;

Without distinction the M. flexor pollicis brevis.







Chronology
















