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FOREWORD

The jubilee Symposium of the Istituto Superiore di Sanita was held in Rome on May 21-23, 1984, and was
devoted to the fascinating theme of blending science and regulation in order to improve public health. The
meeting discussed the paradox that regulatory agencies have to face because of the growth of scientific
knowledge. As information accumulates in ever more intimidating quantities, in order to improve public
health, we are sometimes forced to act empirically rather than on pure scientific basis. In fact some of the
recent breakthroughs in the medical science have changed our way of thinking and living and may change them
more considerably in the near future. -

The plenary lectures, delivered by the distinguished directors of the most important agencies devoted to
science and public health, formed the body of the scientific programme of the Symposium. The participants
discussed in detail the different facets of the use of science in the regulatory process for improving public health.

One fact clearly emerged during the meeting, and that is the need for an ever closer collaboration between
the participating institutions in order to adequately use good science for good regulation. :

As a collective effort, the success of the Symposium should be acknowledged to all participants, to whom I
wish to express my sincere gratitude. A particular word of thanks is addressed to Dr. Vilma Alberani and Mrs.
Federica Napolitani Cheyne for organizing the lay—out of this issue.

I hope that the reader will have the perception of the mutual attitude which marked the meeting, i.e. the
fruitful collaboration of different institutions for achieving the common objective of improving public health; I
think that this mutual attitude has been the best embodiment of the history of the first fifty years of the Istituto
Superiore di Sanita.

F. POCCHIARI

Director General
Istituto Superiore di Sanita
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