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FOREWORD 

!t is a great privilege for the «Annali dell' Istituto Superiore di Sanità» 
lo host such a qualified meeting in which the veteri nary problems and contribu
tions to public health have been cliscussed with special attention to those ofintensive 
husbanclry, of urban hygiene a nel resiclues. These are all top ics which contribute 
to give veterinary science a fundamental role in modern public health. 

The Istituto Superiore di Sanità, as national reference center for public health, 
is very well aware of the above-mentioned p roblems, and of its responsibilities 
in the field. This meeting will be, without any doubt, a source of ideas and of 
premises for future co- operation between the p eople responsible for veterinary 
pu.blic health in the world and our I nstitute. 

F. POCCHIARI 
Director of tlae I stituto S uperiore di Sanità 
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INTRODUCTIO 

L. BELLANI (a), A. MA TOVA I (b) and L. RAVAIOLl (c) 

(a) Direziorte Generale dei Servizi Veterir10ri, Ministero della Sanita, Rome, Italy 
(b) Istituto di Malattie Infettive, Profilassi e Polizia Veterir~ariCt, University of Bologr~n, 

Bologna, Italy. 
(c) Istituto Superiore di Slmittì, Rome, Iwly 

In these last few years an increased interest in the problems of Veterinary 
Public Health has developed in all R egions of the world. This was rejlected at 
the World Health Assembly with an increased number of discussions and resol
utions on Veterinary Public Health a1ld on a widening of the activities of Ve
terinary Pt,blic Health of World Health Organi:ation. 

The Exp ert Consultation on Some Veterinary Public Heal-th Problems, 
which was held in Rome in December 1977, constitutes an important link Ìll 

the chain of meetings and activities which W. H. O. has organized and is organ
izing to meet the demand for more updated veterinary public health services that 
is rising at national and intematioTtal levels. Three major problems facing 
modem veterinary public health and calling far its updating and extension were 
dealt with: l) problems associated with large- scale atlimal p roduction in inten
sive farms; 2) risks associated with animals in ttrban areas; 3) prevention of 
chemical and other residues in food of animal origin. 

Different papers presented as contributions to t/w meeting and a final 
report are published in this present volume, which may be divided into 5 sections. 

The first section contains the opening acldress by the Sottosegretario di 
S tato per la sanità of Italy, li'. Russo, that underlines the increasing need for 
various veterinary skills and activities at the nati01wl and intemational levels. 
Z. Maty as, chief of Veterinary Public Health of W.H.O. , has introduced the 
meeting and illustrated the agenda, purposes and expectations. L. Ravaioli 
wul Z. Orfei have presented the structttre and the probfems of veterinary activi
ties of the «Istituto Superiore Sanità. ». D. Cohen has identified the various 
problems which must be faced by modem veterinary pt,bfic health. 

The second section, dealing with the problems associated with large- sca-le 
animal production in intensive farms, contains three papers on the problems oj 
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intensive units, respectively on disposal and re- use of wastes (K. Biigel. R. Knorp 
and H . Moegle), on the hygienic implications of meat- and bone-meal produc
tion .from slaughterhouse offal and animal carcasses (0. Riedinger and D. 
Strauch), and on ltealth risks associated with animai wastes from intensive 
Livestock units (A . ]. Stevens). Ttvo papers are devoted to problems of ernerging 
Countries: one on brucellosis (D. G. K. Ndyabahinduka) and one on taeniasis 
and echinococcosis (I . Mann). One pctper is devoted to health problems asso
ciated with fish farrning as a. source ofprotein supplement for hwna.n consurnp
tion (A. Shomrony), one to the use of a.nimals for monitoring lmman health 
ha=ards (A. Mantovani) and another ttiJO-papers to occupational diseases 
(J. Slesinger, A. Mantovani, G. B attelli and R . Zanetti). 

The third section, dealing with the risks associated with animals in urban 
areas, contains onè paper on p roblems connected with the coexistence of man 
and animals i1~ urban areas (A. Mantovani, G. Battelli and R. Zanetti), one 
in which the health risks associated with ltrbcm areas ctre extensively discussed 
(B. R osickj), one an zoonoses connected tiJith urban areas (A. Mantovani. 
G. Battelli and R . Zanetti) and one on the problem of dog droppings in public 
parks and playgrounils (R. M. Schaffert and D. Strauch) . 

The fourth section, dealing with the prevention of cl~rnical and other resi
dues in food of animal origin, contains one comprehensive article on such pro
blems, with suggestions for inspection programmes (Z. Matyus) , one an preven
tion at the processing level (S. K afel), one on residues in meat and their evalua
tion at meat inspection (D. Grossklaus) and one on Legislative and technical 
measures at the production Level (F. K. Kaferstein and H. Lorenz). 

TI~ fifth section is divided into five parts. The first part contains the list 
of participants, a generai report and generai recommendations. T/te second, 
third and fourth parts are devoted to zoonoses associated with intensive Large
scale animal production, to health risks associated with animals in urban areas 
a1l(l to the problern of chernical residues in food of animal origin, respectivel)'. 
The fifth part contains the lists of papers used during the Consultation. 

Acknowledgement must be made to Dr. Patrizia Siniscalchi of the «Istituto 
Superiore di Sanità », 1\1iss Edith Festas of Veterinary Public Health, W.H.O. , 
and to Dr. R. Zanetti of the « I stituto di Malattie Infettive , Profilassi e Polizia 
Veterinaria», University of Bologna, for their contributions to this publication. 
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