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The Meeting on « Factors affecting cellular photosensitivity » — the first
one held in Italy on this topic — was organized by the Italian Group of Photo-
biology under the sponsorship of the « Comité International de Photobiologie ».
It was held at the Istituto Superiore di Sanita in conjunction with the Second
International Symposium on Radiosensitizing and Radioprotective Drugs.
In this way the stimultaneous presence of highly qualified photo- and radiobio-
logists was made possible.

The meeting was mainly centered on the relationships between phetosen-
sittvity and the mechanisms of repair of radiation damage at the cellular level.
Such mechanisms, which are one of the exciting achievements of modern hiology,
imply the enzymatic repair of the potentially lethal damage caused by ultraviolet
radiation to cellular DN A, Similar mechanisms are probably involved in the
repair of DNA damage by tonizing radiation.

The meeting was planned to discuss the latest informations on the subject
with special attention to the relationships between repair processes and radio-
and photosensitivity. Another important topic was the discussion of the photo-
sensitization of nucleic acids by furocoumarins.

The Editorial Board is glad to devote a special issue of the « Annali del-
I’Istituto Superiore di Sanitan to the Proceedings of this meeting. Dr. A. Castel-
lani deserves special acknowledgments for the work done in organizing the meet-
ing and editing the Proceedings.
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