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Update on the revision of ISO 13136



CEN/TC 275/WG 6 “Microbiology of the food chain” and all its TAGs 
have been disbanded in late 2019.

WG6 has been transformed to a new structure CEN/TC 463 
“Microbiology of the food chain”. This new TC met on 25th of 

November 2019 , created new WGs and among them WG2 "Shiga 
toxin producing Escherichia coli (STEC)" to conduct the revision of CEN 

ISO/TS 13136:2012, convenor: Rosangela Tozzoli.

National standardization bodies nominated experts for the CEN/TC 
463/ WG2 and the work on STEC is now being conducted under this 

structure.



New structure of the EN ISO/PWI 13136

Part 1

+ enrichment broth (BPW)

Incubation (41,5°C)

Real Time PCR for stx genes

Positive to stx genes: 
Streak enrichment culture onto
solid media to isolate the STEC 

(up to 50 colonies tested)

Part 2

Based on isolation results: 
STEC detected in XX g

STEC serogroup determination (top 5 
+ O45 and O121), virulotyping
(including detection of eae and 

aggR/aaiC and stx genes subtyping)



EN ISO 13136-1 "Microbiology of the food chain - Detection, Isolation and 
Characterization of Shiga toxin-producing Escherichia coli (STEC) -- Part 1: Horizontal

method for the detection and isolation of Shiga toxin-producing Escherichia coli 
(STEC)"

Submitted to CEN in April 2021

EN ISO 13136-2 "Microbiology of the food chain - Detection, Isolation and 
Characterization of Shiga toxin-producing Escherichia coli (STEC) -- Part 2: Horizontal 

method for the characterization of Shiga toxin-producing Escherichia coli (STEC) 
isolates”

Outline prepared and submitted to CEN in December 2020



In line with the recent
opinion issued by EFSA 
in 2020 «Pathogenicity 

assessment of Shiga 
toxin‐producing 

Escherichia coli (STEC) 
and the public health 

risk posed by 
contamination of food 

with STEC»

Outline of EN ISO 13136-2

The document is
currently being
drafted, will be 
submitted to CEN/ 
TC 463 WG2 
experts and then
to CEN TC463 by 
November 2021

CEN/ TC 463 will 
launch the NWIP 

votes on both 
parts when draft 

EN ISO/NP 
13136-2


