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Lessons learned

* Inadequate diagnostic methods delayed detection of

the outbreak strain

* The cucumber lead sidetracked investigations

+ Notifications to RKI were delayed

+ The incubation period was longer

- Sprouts are used in imany ways eg in sandwiches

and as topping

Unusual and virulent E. coii pathotypes may arise at
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The role of the EU Reference Laboratory for E.coli in the
VTEC 0104:H4 outbreak

Alfredo Caprioli & the EU-RL VTEC staff
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"Health Secure Initiative”: including

gthening of preparedness and
management of cross-border threats, and
cross-sectorial coordination.
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