Seroprevalence of Toxoplasma gondii in horses in Portugal
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Introduction

The consumption of raw or undercooked meat containing T. gondii tissue cysts poses a risk of
infection to humans. However, though horsemeat is consumed raw or underdone in many
countries, the role of horses in the transmission of T. gondii to humans has been poorly
addressed. The present study aimed to investigate the seroprevalence of T. gondii in horses from

Portugal.

Material and Methods

A total of 385 animals from different geographical areas in Portugal were screened by an in-house
Indirect Fluorescent Antibody Test (IFAT) at the cut-off dilution 1:50 and positive and doubtful
results were confirmed by ELISA (ID Screen® Toxoplasmosis Indirect Multi-species) and the Modified
Agglutination Test (MAT) (bioMérieux). Sera with a known origin (n=323) were from a total of 50

municipalities located in the North, Centre and South of Portugal.

Results and Discussion

Table 1: IFAT, ELISA and MAT positive results and
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T. gondii in horses in Portugal. However, since 101 p p p 50 40
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