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Part 1 (recap):
EURL-Parasites



26 different EURLs in the 
field of Food and Feed







Helminths

• Trichinella

• Echinococcus 

• Anisakis

• Opisthorchis

• Taenia

• Ascaris

• Toxocara

Protozoa

• Toxoplasma

• Cryptosporidium

• Giardia

• Entamoeba

• Blastocystis

• Sarcosystis

Our Targets, our Staff



EURL-P

27 Member States NRLs
National Reference Labs

Official Labs
involved in  controls of food and feed or animal diseases

Local level

The Network of the Reference Laboratories for Parasites

ISO 17025 



Part 2 (news):
EURL for Public Health on 
Helminths and protozoa



• The network of EURLs is operated and coordinated by the ECDC

• EURLs-PH responsible for coordinating national laboratories in the following areas:
1. Reference diagnostics
2. Reference material resources
3. External quality assessments
4. Collaboration and research
5. Scientific advice and technical assistance
6. Monitoring, alert notifications and support in outbreak response
7. Training

• Regulation (EU) 2022/2371 on Serious Cross-Border Threats to Health (Art. 15):
Legal mandate for EC to set up European Union Reference Laboratories for Public Health (EURL-PH)

Implementation of the
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ECDC NORMAL

 AMR in bacteria 
 Diphtheria and pertussis 
 Emerging, rodent-borne and zoonotic viral pathogens
 High-risk, emerging and zoonotic bacterial pathogens
 Legionella
 Vector-borne viral pathogens

EURLs for public health (EURL-PH)

2023/24
EU4H €21.7 M

7 years

 Food- and water-borne bacteria
 Food-, water- and vector-borne helminths and protozoa
 Food- and water-borne viruses

2024/25
EU4H €20.5 M

7 years

 Respiratory viruses 2025/26
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State of play: EURL designation

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in bacteria

Diphtheria and pertussis

Emerging, rodent-borne and zoonotic viral pathogens

Food- and water-borne bacteria

Food- and water-borne viruses

Food-, water- and vector-borne HELMINTHS and PROTOZOA

High-risk, emerging and zoonotic bacterial pathogens

Legionella

Vector-borne viral pathogens

9 EURLs have been DESIGNATED to date: 



EURL for Public Health on Food-, Water-, and Vector-bone 
HELMINTHS and PROTOZOA (EURL-PH-HP)

DESIGNATION:
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2024/2959. 



EURL-PH-HP

14

• Unit of Foodborne and Neglected Parasitic Diseases (PAN)
• Unit of Vector-borne Diseases (MTV)

ISS
(Coordinator)

PHAS
(Partner)

 Department of Microbiology

• Unit for Parasitology 

Adriano Casulli Caroline Rönnberg

National Reference Laboratory for parasitology

ISO 15189 - Medical laboratoryISO/IEC 17025 - Laboratory testing
ISO/IEC 17043 - Proficiency Testing Provider

WOAH Reference Laboratory 
for Trichinellosis



WP1: 
COORDINATION and COMMUNICATION (ISS)
T1.1 Management 
T1.2 Coordination
T1.3 Communication and Dissemination
T1.4 Preparation and Monitoring of workplans and project reports
--------------------------
WP2: 
LABORATORY ACTIVITIES &TECHNICAL/SCIENTIFIC ADVICE (ISS)
T2.1 Reference diagnostics, characterization services and test protocols
T2.2 Reference material 
T2.3 EQA schemes 
T2.4 Collaborative research 
T2.5 Scientific advice and technical support to Networks
T2.6 Scientific advice to ECDC/EU
T2.7 Outbreak responses
------------------------
WP3: 
ANNUAL MEETINGS and TRAININGS (PHAS)
T3.1 Organisation of annual meetings
T3.2 Organisation wet-lab trainings

MANDATE (2026-2032): 
Sustain ECDC laboratory members of 
the disease networks:

PROVISION of: 
• Reference material
• Reference diagnostics
• Characterisation services
• EQA schemes
• Technical/scientific support (to ECDC, EC, network lab members)
• Organize annual meetings and trainings for ECDC laboratory

disease networks



• Echinococcus
(cestodes)

• Trichinella
(nematodes)

• Plasmodium
(protozoa)

• Toxoplasma
(protozoa)

4 eukaryotic pathogens, 5 diseases:

AE
CE

...and other helminths and protozoa (Leishmania,Taenia, Opisthorchis, Schistosoma, etc.) of EU public health relevance…

EURL for Public Health on Food-, Water-, and Vector-bone 
HELMINTHS and PROTOZOA (EURL-PH-HP)

(2026-2032)



TIMING

Designation: Nov 2024 
(Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2024/2959)

GAP: Now
GA signature: expected by December 2025

Inception of the project: 01/01/2026

• Echinococcus
(cestodes)

• Trichinella
(nematodes)

• Plasmodium
(protozoa)

• Toxoplasma
(protozoa)



ONLINE FIST: June 25, 2025

LAY THE FOUNDATIONS
of the



A new BINARY STAR-SYSTEM is emerging in Europe: 
Two EURLs on PARASITES in a One Health perspective
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