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Trichinella AND mice 2061

Trichinella AND "wild mice“ 2

Trichinella AND rats 910

Trichinella AND "wild rats“ 6

Trichinella AND experimental 814

Trichinella AND experimental AND mice 420

Trichinella AND experimental AND rats 179



Jrockley, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

Brown rat, Rattus norvegicus



“The often estimated 
number of rats in Helsinki 
is 100,000, but there 
could be even half a 
million of them.” 
Tuomas Aivelo, Helsinki 
Urban Rat Projecthttps://www.hs.fi/kaupunki/art-2000002768279.html















Inbred Fisher 344 rats



1994: 142/569 = 25%
2000: 0/198 = 0%



Aivelo, Tuomas et al. (in prep): Potentially zoonotic pathogens and parasites in opportunistically 
sourced urban brown rats (Rattus norvegicus) within and around Helsinki, Finland, 2018-2023

288 rats, all found Trichinella negative.





https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Rattus_rattus_map.svg

Black rat, Rattus rattus



Incl. 44 black rats



prevalence 0.5 % (1/182); intensity 5.92 larvae per gram of muscle

prevalence 1.4 % (1/69); intensity 0.02 lpg (1 larva per 50 gram of muscle)



1.4% seroprevalence











Microtus agrestis, by Fer boei, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1760168

Myodes glareolus, by Heikki Henttonen



Apodemus sylvaticus, field mouse 2
Castor fiber, European beaver 1
Rattus norvegicus, brown rat 49
Rattus rattus, black rat 5 



Brown rat: low to high larval burden, only T. spiralis and T. pseudospiralis (?)

Black rat: ? ? 

Wild mice: ?

Squirrels, lemmings, voles: low larval burden, T. species ?

Beaver: very low to low larval burden, T. spiralis and T. britovi

Prevalence low
Number of potential hosts high

City says Rome is home to seven million rats.

“estimated 1.3 million coypus (nutria) in the northern Lombardy 
region alone.”

https://capybarawiki.org/
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